
 2018 presents a new age 
where students do not feel safe. Due 
to the 18 shootings that have occurred 
on school grounds this year, students 
are organizing and become vocal on 
national topics of gun control and 
safety. According to a recent WHS 
poll, about 60% of 472 students 
feel safe or very safe. Though this 
represents a majority, WHS students 
are speaking out and acknowledging 
the problems regarding safety. Some 
students suggest potentially arming 
teachers, while others consider 
stricter gun control to be a viable and 
effective option. Despite differing 
opinions on how to get there, the goal 
is the same: changes to ensure safety 
in our schools.  
 Mass shootings are 
becoming grotesquely commonplace 
in the United States, this year 
averaging 1.5 per week. In Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida on February 14, 
2018, a gunman walked into the 
high school and killed 17, injuring 
many more. A collection of Parkland 
students, before even having a 
chance to mourn their peers, came 
together to fight for stricter gun laws 
and more protection inside schools 
by organizing marches, sit-ins, and 
walkouts. These students are fighting 
not only for the classmates and staff 
members they lost, but also for the 
safety of students and teachers across 
the country. 
 Unfortunately, school 
shootings and emergency lockdowns 
are occurring increasingly often in 

America for a variety of reasons, and 
can be local. Recently, Holt High 
School was put into a lockdown due 
to a bomb threat on the same day 
that the Williamston choir group 
planned to go there for a concert. In 
Stockbridge, schools were closed for 
two days in February due to threats. In 
early March, a 19 year old on Central 
Michigan University’s campus got a 
hold of his father’s gun and shot his 
parents causing confusion and fear 
throughout the university. While it is 
comforting to say, “We are a small 
school. We know everyone,” or 
“That will never happen to me,” it is 
important to be aware and as prepared 
as possible in case of an emergency.  

 Williamston High School 
has standard lockdown procedures 
that we are required to practice three 
times a year. However, due to the 
immense number of school shootings 
that have occurred in recent years, 
administration plans to potentially 
practice lockdown procedures 
more often. Additionally, practice 
lockdowns during lunch and passing 
times may be implemented to prepare 
for the worst case scenario: a threat 
during a time when a large portion of 
students are out of class. 
 All throughout newspapers, 
radios, television, and other forms 
of media, headlines have emerged 

involving 
students our 
age fighting 
for a change 
in our 
country’s 
current 
policies 
regarding 
the safety of 
Americans, 
especially 
in schools. 
Similarly, at 
Williamston 
High 
School we 
have talked 
to students 
who also 
want their 
voices 
heard concerning their safety as 
students of Williamston High 
School and as American citizens, 
which can be read on the right. 
 On March 14th, a group of 
82 WHS students participated in the 
national walkout to commemorate 
the victims of the Parkland Shooting. 
Students recognized a moment of 
silence before reading biographies for 
each of the 
victims and 
then having 
a group 
discussion. 
Similar events 
occurred at 
surrounding 
schools 

including Haslett, Okemos, and 
Dansville. This group is also hoping 
to move forward by organizing 
and attending the March 24 
#MarchForOurLives on the Lansing 
capitol. Also, student leaders are 
hoping to have a more productive 
event for April 20, the anniversary 
of the Columbine school shooting, 

which could include a fundraiser for 
victims of the Parkland shooting. 
 Having different opinions 
over controversial topics such as 
the recurring mass shootings is our 
right as citizens of the United States 
of America, and it is this freedom 
of belief and opinion upon which 
our nation was founded. Becoming 
informed, prepared, and forming 
an opinion on issues such as this is 
what shapes our country and keeps 
it functioning. No matter what 
your stance may be, ignoring these 
recurring events is a step backwards. 
The mass murder of young people in 
schools is not a political issue: it is a 
human issue. 

How Safe Are We?
Nick Basore and Amanda Maurer
Entertainment Page Editor and Staff Writer

 My name is Zakaria 
Mohamed. I’m from Africa, 
especially Somalia, and I’m 18 
years old. Since I have been 
in the US, I have been mov-
ing around a lot. First I was in 
Chicago, then I came to Michi-
gan, Jackson, and I moved to 
Okemos. I’ve been in the United 
States for a year now. Now, I’m 
18, I used to live in Jackson, 
in a foster home. But the rules 
change when you’re 18. So since 
I turned 18 I had to move out 
from there. So now I live in [a 
house owned by a local church.] 
They organize the house - I live 
there now, since February 8th. 
So, they organize everything. It’s 
a really nice house; it’s cool.  

Somalia
 Basically, what I can 
say is… before, I was born there, 
so life was normal for me. But 
my perception of life changed 
when I came to the United 
States, how things are. So, life 
was normal there. It’s not fast, 
like it is here. It’s more slow; you 
wake up and the kids go to a reli-
gious school. It’s more religious; 
I used to go to Al-Yasir, it’s a 
religious [Muslim] place. And I 
used to help out with the family, 
also.
 And then there’s the bad 
parts, the stuff you can’t control, 
that’s happening around you. 
People live in fear there. There’s 
a battle between Al Shabab and 
the government so when you are 
there, something [dangerous] 

can happen to you at any time. If 
you have any conflict with them, 
they do their own stuff in their 
own way. Like, nobody’s safe 
there. Once they have their eyes 
on you, you’re not safe anymore. 
And mostly, it’s like… you can’t 
say anything about the govern-
ment, you can’t say anything 
about Al Shabab, also. You don’t 
know who to trust, because you 
don’t know who’s who. So it’s 
just a difficult situation. 
 But, above that… 
there’s other things, like family. 
Mostly, people are more con-
nected. I never heard anything 
about… what do you call it… 
counseling? [In Somalia], your 
neighbor is your counselor. 
I only knew about [counsel-
ing] when I came to the United 
States. Like, people go to places 
[to get] counseling, but [in So-
malia]… you share your stories 
and your problems with people. 
Then, you don’t even feel like 
you have a problem. 

Family
 I have a big family. 
I’m in a family of eight. I was 
the second oldest. I’m the oldest 
of the boys, so… my parents 
gave me a lot of responsibility, 
so I feel like I’m a responsible 
person. And I saw some stuff that 
I wanted to do, but couldn’t do 
because I wanted the other kids 
to look up to me. I felt like I was 
a role model to them. 

 It’s hard, because every-

where you go, you get attached 
to people, and a lot of people 
are nice; they help you. You get 
attached to them, and then you 
have to leave, also. You feel like 
you’re always on the move. And 
then, you never feel you’re at 
home. You’re always moving, 
moving, moving, but I try to do 
my best in every situation. 

What’s Different?
 I would say everything? 
From the smallest stuff, to the 
daily living… From roads, to 
houses and personal stuff... per-

sonal families… even the “least” 
here is the “best” of there… So I 
would say it’s really different. 

The Future
 I want to go into the 
medical career. The thought of 
putting someone out of pain, it 
helps me a lot. And somehow, if 
you see a lot of [negative] stuff 
around you, you feel like you 
want to change it, so I feel that 
if I’m in the medical field, I will 
be satisfied with myself and feel 
I’ve achieved something. So I’m 
working towards that goal, now. 

Humans of Williamston: Zakaria Mohamed
Lia Bommarito
Front Page Editor

Editor’s note: Zakaria Mohamed is a student at Williamston High School with a current refugee status. He is from Somalia and has been living in the United 
States since January 18th, 2017. A local Williamston church, the Faith Lutheran Church, has been hosting refugees. Here is his own story in his own words.

In the wake of recent shootings, America has been discussing 
school safety, and how to protect students. 

In 2018 alone, there 
have been 18 shootings 
on school grounds thus 

far

“Immediately after 9/11 they instantly 
increased security at airports. I agree 
with him and think we should focus 

more on the safety at schools. There’s 
obviously a lot of debate on gun control, 
but I think looking at security in schools 

is the most important currently.”
- Jessica Robach (‘19)

“Teachers getting guns won’t change 
anything. Their job is to teach and help 
kids learn. They aren’t police officers.”

- Ella Hoeffner (‘18)

“I would agree with giving teachers guns—
maybe not all teachers, but a select amount 
of teachers. It has worked in other countries 

like Israel.”
- Caleb Moody (‘18)

Check the Opinions Page for more 
opinions from students!

WHS Art Student’s Painting Reaches Billboards
Jessica Hood
Managing Editor

Recent Poll of 472 WHS Students
How safe is Williamston High School? 

Safe or very safe - 60% 
Uncertain - 24%

Unsafe or very unsafe - 13%

Koi Starry Night
Megan Janecke The Sound of Music

Jacob Potter
Copy Editor

Tuesday, March 20, 2018

The Sound of Love: Paige Macgillis (‘18) and Isaac Jones (‘20), featured as Maria 
and Captain Von Trapp, in the midst of singing “Ordinary Couple” during one of this 
weekend’s performances.

 For the month of March, Megan Janecke’s (‘20) painting, Koi Starry Night, is 
going to be on display for all of Lansing. The art for the billboard is decided by the Art 
Council of Greater Lansing, and can be seen on the left. Congrats!

Walking Out: 82 students participated in the 17-minute walkout on March 14th. 

The curtain closed for the last time on last Sunday and 
as actors laughed, cried and celebrated together one last time. 
A diverse group of second graders to seniors which started off 
as strangers walked off the stage, heads held high, as a family. 
Auditorium was packed to the brim with eager audiences 
shaking in fear as the Nazis rushed the stands, or wiping away 
tears as the Captain and Maria confessed their love. 

The stage had an energy unlike any show before. The 
actors were confident in their lines and as soon as the first 
nun stepped in, the audience was no longer in the McGoff 
auditorium but instead seated inside the Nonnberg Abbey. 
From the hills of Austria to the living room of the Von Trapp 
manor, each set breathed a breath of life into show and made 
the actors step off the stage and into their hearts. Ms. Snyder, 
the show director, hit the ground running this year and pulled 
out an amazing performance that will forever remain a part of 
Williamston Choir and Theater history.

Thank you to all those who came out and supported 
WHS Drama! Check the Entertainment Page to see some 
more photos of The Sound of Music Cast. 


